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In November 2015, schools in the Catholic Diocese of Jackson took part in ACT Aspire
testing. ACT
Aspire measures students’ progress toward college and career readiness. The scale scores for each subject
are measured against the ACT Readiness Benchmarks to identify whether students are on target to meet
those benchmarks by the time they take the ACT. Every school in the diocese participated in subject area testing for English, Reading, and Math; some of our schools also opted to participate in Science and/or Writing
testing.

Because 2015 was our first year to take ACT Aspire, our results will serve as a baseline from which to
measure future progress for each student, for each school, and for our diocese and cannot be compared to
past performances on the Stanford Achievement Test. Three scoring ranges are used for each subject to further identify how student performance relates to the Benchmarks: Ready, Close, and In Need of Support.
When you receive your student’s score report from his/her school, it will include your student’s score, how
he/she compares to others in his/her grade, his/her strengths, and where he/she can still improve.
Our students exceeded the national percentage of 3rd through 10th graders who are Ready for the
ACT in English. Our 5th through 10th grade students exceeded the national percentage of those who are
Ready for the ACT in Reading, and our 3rd, 4th, 6th, 8th, 9th, and 10th grade students exceeded the national
Ready percentage in Science. In addition, the percentage of our students who are Ready and Close to meet
ACT benchmarks when they take that test far exceeded the national averages in every subject area for every
grade tested. This is to be commended and reflects the efforts of the excellent teachers and leaders in the
Catholic Diocese of Jackson. While we still have progress to make, particularly in the areas of Math and Writing, the good news is that the specific information provided by the ACT Aspire results for each school and
each child creates a road map for continuous growth and improvement.
We are proud of our students, teachers, and school leaders for an excellent baseline performance on
this new, rigorous assessment. These scores reflect the excellence found in each of our schools each day and
will help us continue to grow that excellence to higher standards each year.

